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 Fill 'Long, Hot Days with
These 50+ Things to Do for
Your Best Season Ever
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No need to rough it just cuz you’re outdoors.
Treat yourself to these elevated experiences,
which combine nature and convenience.

BY GINA VALENTINO

If you want to revel in Mother Nature by stargazing
and roasting s'mores, but sleeping on the hard ground
alongside erawling critters isn’t yvour idea of fun,
indulge in one of these glamping experiences, which
range from a lofty version of a traditional tent stay to
an extravagant, full-service, inclusive vacation.

For many campers, tents are an
integral part of the overall
experience, but if you don't see
the need to sacrifice comfort
and convenience, then visit
The STAY at Liberty Farms,
in Ghent. The boutique site
offers 10 luxe, large, canvas
cabins and amenities. Each
safari-style tent features a
king-size bed or two twin beds
with high-thread count linens,
mini-fridge/freezer, seating area
with armchairs, writing desk,
private deck, and an en-suite
bath. Covered front decks have
Adirondack chairs, pertect for
lounging and enjoying the
Hudson Valley views. The
property features a central lodge
with lounge areas, dining
locations, communal cooking
facilities, and even a camp store
for little conveniences.
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While considered a camp, Lake Kora, nestled in the
Adirondacks, is the epitome of luxury. The inclusive
lakefront, pet-friendly property set on 1,000 private acres
with a 500-acre lake is equal parts rustic and extravagant,
the ultimate family getaway. The property (available by
exclusive reservation) was the home of Gilded Age icons and
features 16 guest rooms in six separate structures, accom-
modating 24 guests; additional accommodations are
available for another 11 people. Original decor is inspired by
the rural surroundings. Oversized fireplaces, vintage
soaking tubs, and plush bedding all lend to a relaxing stay.
Meals are typically served family-style, dockside at the
Boathouse, overlooking the grand lake, or in the dining
room. A fleet of boats (sailing and wooden electric), canoes,
and kayaks are all for exclusive use, like everything else on
the property. Go bowling at the allev or play squash or
ping-pong at The Plavhouse. While a five-hour drive from
White Plains, you may opt to arrive at the Great Camp in
style, by convenient seaplane.

In the heart of the Catskills,
Getaway offers an alternative to
roughing it while still ensconced
in nature, Getaway Eastern
Catskills (in Catskill) and
Getaway Western Catskills
(in Roscoe) — both less than a
two-hour drive from White
Plains — feature tiny cabins
with queen beds, rustic
interiors, fresh linens, pillows, a
shower, electric toilet, heater,
stove, and mini-kitchen,
Full-length windows in the
cabins offering unobstructed
nature views are Insta-worthy
{assuming you choose not to
disconnect). The cabins, which
all have private firepits for
s'mores nights, are in proximity
to ponds, trails, and reservoirs
for avid hikers and nature
lovers. The property also has
chairs and pienic tables where
the whole group can gather.
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Don’t head out on the
trails without a bit of
know-how first. In order
to get our bearings, we
asked Gennaro Ferraro, a
conservation educator at
Rye Nature Center, for
some savvy hacks.

INFORM OTHERS
Always have a plan and let
others know where vou are

going and when you

are expected back home,

MORE THAN A KNIFE
Bring a primary blade along
with a backup pocketknife.
Your primary knife should
have a 5" blade made of a solid
piece of metal. This helps
with evervthing from cutting
limbs and fire building to
processing game.

DON'T FORGET FIRE

Bring multiple fire-starting
devices. A Bic lighteris a
sate bet, but bring other

sources as well, such as
a ferrocerium rod.

CLOTHING MATTERS

*ack at least two full sets of
socks and undergarments,
pants, and a shirt. When
dressing for cold weather,
always wear wool, as it stays
warm when wet. For warmer
months, microfiber synthetics
are a great choice,

SUSTAIN YOURSELF

Bring food that has both
nutrition and calories. There
are many great JAW. (just
add water) foods, or consider
trying overnight oats
while you hike. @
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